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Ngadlu tampinthi yalaka ngadlu Kaurna, 
Ngadjuri, Peramangk yartangka 
inparrinthi. Ngadludlu tampinthi, 

parnaku tuwila yartangka. 
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Share a  t ime when 
you fe l t  most  
seen,  heard,  
powerfu l?
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Agency for  the 
future of  young 
people
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BECOMING MORE HUMAN IN THE 

DIGITAL AGE
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THE BENEFICIARIES OF ALL 

SYSTEMS SHOULD HAVE A SAY  

IN ITS DESIGN
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STUDENT AGENCY…EMPOWERS 

LEARNERS TO INFLUENCE THEIR OWN 

PATH TO PURPOSE, MASTERY, AND 

CONNECTED AUTONOMY.
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“Learner  agency i s  the 
capac i ty  to  set  a  goal ,  
ref lect  and act  
respons ib ly  to  effect  
change.”    
OECD, Student  Agency for  2030,  2019,  p .  12.  
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“Agency i s  purposefu l ,  respons ib le ,  
ref lect ive  investment  in  act ion.   
I t  has  mora l ,  c reat ive,  economic  
and pol i t i ca l  aspects ,  operates  on 
the ind iv idua l ,  co l laborat ive and 
co l lect ive  leve ls ,  and i s  enabled by 
knowledge,  personal  s t rengths  and 
soc ia l  sk i l l s .”  

Leadbeater,  Student  Agency:  Learn ing to Make a  Di fference,  
2017,p.  12.  
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Learning Creates Australia, 2021, Agency Prototyping Team Discoveries
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EMBEDDING DEMOCRACY INTO 

THE WHOLE HUMAN EXPERIENCE

Learning Creates Australia, 2021, Agency Prototyping Team Discoveries
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Leadbeater,  Student  Agency:  Learn ing to Make a  Di fference,  2017.
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Making i t  rea l :  

Where are  you strongest  
now with  student  vo ice 
and choice? 

What  could be next?  

15

Agency has  a lways 
been the p i l lar  of  
learn ing,  but  not  
of  school ing.
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Credit: Foundation for Young Australians
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19
Degrees of co-agency, adapted from (Hart, 1992; OECD, 2019, p.11; State of Victoria (Department of Education and Training), 2019).

DEGREES OF CO-AGENCY

School  as  
Partnersh ip

Vaughan, T., Howarth, S., Cartwright, S., & Cleary, J. (2020). Student agency in action in the Northern Territory. Australian Council for 
Educational Research. https://www.teachermagazine.com/au_en/articles/student-agency-in-action-in-the-northern-territory
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School  as  
Relat ionsh ip

https://www.ero.govt.nz/publications/teaching-approaches-and-strategies-that-
work/developing-student-agency-and-motivation-through-effective-teacher-

practices-and-inquiry/
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School  as  
Apprent icesh ip

GOSNER, S.  (2020).  HOW AN APPRENTICESHIP MODEL ENGAGED STUDENTS AND TURNED A SCHOOL AROUND. 

@EDUTOPIA. HTTPS://WWW.EDUTOPIA.ORG/ARTICLE/HOW-APPRENTICESHIP-MODEL-ENGAGED-STUDENTS-

AND-TURNED-SCHOOL-AROUND 

PRINT SHOP CLASS 

• STUDENTS RECEIVE ORDERS FROM TEACHERS TO DESIGN POSTERS AND BROCHURES 

FOR CLASSROOMS 

• RESPONSIBLE FOR CREATING THE SCHOOL’S STUDENT ID CARDS. 

SERVICE LEARNING CLASS 

• STUDENTS PRACTICE TEACHING THE SCHOOL’S FOUR CORNERSTONES AS EDUCATORS 

• LEADERSHIP, STEWARDSHIP, SCHOLARSHIP, AND CITIZENSHIP 

LOCAL ARCHITECTS, NURSES, ENGINEERS, AND GRAPHIC DESIGNERS ARE INVITED INTO 

CLASSROOMS TO DIALOGUE WITH YOUNG PEOPLE ABOUT THEIR JOBS.
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Benef i ts  of  increased 
student  agency

• INCREASED STUDENT INDEPENDENCE AND EMPOWERMENT 

• INCREASED PROBLEM-SOLVING SKILLS 

• COLLEGE/CAREER/LIFE READINESS 

• POTENTIAL FOR DECREASED STUDENT FRUSTRATION AND A 

CORRESPONDING INCREASE IN TRUST AMONG STUDENTS 

• DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION
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Chal lenges of  
increased student  
agency

• LARGE AMOUNT OF PRE-PLANNING REQUIRED 

• TEACHERS MUST BE FLEXIBLE, PREPARED, AND HAVE A DEEP 

UNDERSTANDING OF THE TOPICS AT HAND 

• POTENTIAL DECREASE IN STANDARDISED TESTING 

PERFORMANCE
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A MINDFUL  
MOMENT 
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Teacher-determined  

Teacher-cent red 

Student -cent red 

Student -dr iven  

Student -determined
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Learning Creates Australia, 2021, Agency Prototyping Team Discoveries

27 28

Louka Parry SACPPA Activating Agency 3rd June 2021 Final - 3 June 2021



29

"we must dare, in the full sense 
of the word, to speak of love 
without fear of being called 

ridiculous,  mawkish or 
unscientific if not anti scientific. 

We must dare in order to say 
scientifically and not as mere 
blah-blah-blah, that we study, 
we learn, we teach, we know 

with our entire body. We do all 
these things with feeling, 

emotion, with wishes, with fear, 
with doubts, with passion, and 

also with critical reasoning. 
However we never study, learn 
or know with the last only. We 

must dare so as never to 
dichotomise cognition and 

emotion.”  
- Paulo Freire
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WWW.THELEARNINGFUTURE.COM

Thanks! And keep in touch :) 

louka@thelearningfuture.com
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